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The following are comments made by the meetings’ participants during the review of “Righteous Victims” by Prof. Benny Morris.
"He brings a lot to our attention ... that might offend the expansionists, militaristic portion of the Israeli population"

"But I feel that he is trying to be objective on both sides of the coin. Whether he's actually doing that or actually fending one side against the other, I can't tell."

"The problem with governing an occupied area is to actually govern it as, in this case, the population is 85% Arab. This has been one royal pain since 1967. The flip side of it which has been just as much of a pain is to achieve any kind of peace. Even if we were to go back to the borders of June 4, 1967 what guarantee or strong prospect of peace if Israel gives back all the territory that it occupies since then that there will be peace?"

"One cannot question the facts presented in the book as it was very well researched, one cannot dispute that. But what right do we have to take away land of other people other than this is based on an archaic concept going back thousands of years?"

"I find it difficult that the ends justify the means."

"I think we have a lot of chutzpah to think we can take over Palestinian land. 

"But it makes you wonder why the other Arab countries wouldn't help their own people. So you kind of wonder, even when Israel has tried to help them [the Palestinians] or help them to help themselves, they [the Palestinians] have said "no, no we can't take that" is not helpful." 

"What everybody seems to overlook is that in the first and seconds Aliyahs [Aliyot] the lands weren't taken, weren't expropriated by government -- they were bought, sold by the owners, the Arab families that owned it."

"But the owners were not the people who were tilling the soil."

"But a lot of that land [that was purchased by the Zionists] was worthless. It was swampy, it [breeded] malaria, and the Jews made it bloom."

"It was primarily the European powers that, from the mid to late 1800s, exploited the Arabs. The Americans were Johnny-come-latelys in this regard. .... Take a look at the salafists, the extremist Muslims as their tenets include jihad against anyone who will not convert to Islam or agree to being a dhimmi."

"Historically Muslims took a better view of Jews than they did of Christians going back roughly one thousand years."

"I don't really know very much about Ben Gurion. I thought I did but I don't."

"It's interesting to note that it seems that after 1948 none of the Arab countries really tried to do anything to help the refugees."

"But Jordan did allow the Palestinian refugees to obtain Jordanian citizenship and live in Jordan [east of the Jordan River], that is until the terrorist activities in the 1970s caused internal problems."

"It's a very different thing sitting here [in the U.S.] as a member of Peace Now U.S.] than being a member of Shalom Achshav (Peace Now) in Israel."

"With the Oslo Agreement there was an Israeli P.M. that was really willing to try to come up with a peace agreement."

"Since the formation of Israel in 1948 there had never been one political party to govern. A coalition was always needed."

"What other Arab country [than Palestine] would have a woman (Hanan Ashrawi) speak for it?"
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